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(54) Multi-tube heat exchanger and air conditioner having the same 



(57) A multi-tube heat exchanger (80) includes a 
pair of tanks (1 , 2) and a plurality of heat transfer tubes 
(3) fluidly interconnected between the tanks (1 , 2). The 
heat transfer tubes (3) are arranged so that at least one 
of tube-arrangement surfaces formed on entrance and 
exit sides of the heat exchanger (80) in a passage di- 
rection of air subjected to heat exchange is formed as 



two or more surfaces (5, 6) different from each other, 
and air flow is separated or joined in the multi-tube heat 
exchanger (80). An air conditioner according to the 
present invention has such a multi-tube heat exchanger 
(80) in an air path. The multi-tube heat exchanger (80) 
can be made smaller while a desired heat exchange 
property can be maintained. An air conditioner having 
such a heat exchanger (80) also can be made smaller. 
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Description 

The present invention relates to a multi-tube heat 
exchanger and an air conditioner having the same, and 
more particularly to a small-sized multi-tube heat ex- 
changer and an air conditioner having the same suitable 
for vehicles. 

A conventional air conditioner is depicted in Fig. 1 2. 
In Fig. 12, a path 100 for air subjected to heat exchange 
is formed in an airconditioner 200. The opening degrees 
of vehicle compartment inside air intake port 112 and 
vehicle compartment outside air intake port 11 3 are ad- 
justed by rotary-type damper 101. Controlled inside air 
(REC.) and/or outside air (FRE.) are thereby introduced 
into air path 100 as air subjected to heat exchange. 

In air path 100, a blower 102, a heat exchanger 103 
and heater 104 are provided, in this order, from the up- 
stream side to the downstream side in the passage di- 
rection of air subjected to heat exchange (i.e., the direc- 
tion shown by arrow AF in Fig. 12). Damper 105 is pro- 
vided between heat exchanger 1 03 and heater 1 04. The 
flow of the air subjected to heat exchange into heater 
104 and the degree of air mixing are controlled by ad- 
justment of damper 105. Air path 100 is diverged into 
discharge ports 106, 107 and 108 at positions down- 
stream of heater 104. Dampers 109, 110 and 111 are 
provided between air path 1 00 and discharge ports 1 06, 
1 07 and 1 08, respectively. 

In such an air conditioner 200, air introduced into 
air path 100 through intake port 112 and/or intake port 
113 passes through heat exchanger 103, and as need- 
ed, passes through heater 104, and thereafter, the air is 
discharged into the interior of the compartment of the 
vehicle through one or more discharge ports communi- 
cated with air path 100 opened selectively by operation 
of dampers 109, 110 and 111. 

More concretely, in a cooling mode, heat exchanger 
103 is operated, air flow into heater 104 is intercepted 
by closing damper 105, and operation of heater 104 is 
stopped. In a heating mode, operation of heat exchang- 
er 1 03 is stopped, damper 1 05 is fully opened, and heat- 
er 1 04 is operated under a condition where the main 
stream of air having passed through heat exchanger 
103 is directed to heater 104. In an air mixing mode, 
heat exchanger 103 is operated, damper 105 is semi- 
opened as shown in Fig. 1 2, and heater is operated un- 
der a condition where a part of the main stream of air 
passing through air path 100 is directed to heater 104. 
Air having passed through only heat exchanger 103 and 
air further having passed through heater 1 04 after pass- 
ing through heat exchanger 103 are mixed at a position 
downstream of heater 104 to control the temperature of 
the mixed air. The controlled air is discharged through 
one or more discharge ports. 

In the above-described air conditioner 200, a spec- 
ified directivity is given to a part of, or the whole of the 
main stream of air subjected to heat exchange by ad- 
justment of the opening degree of damper 105 provided 



in air path 1 00, thereby selecting a desired air condition- 
ing mode. 

However, in such a controlling mechanism where 
damper 105 is provided between heat exchanger 103 
and heater 104, and the directivity of the main stream 
of air is controlled by damper 1 05, a space for controlling 
the direction of the main stream of air (in Fig. 1 2, a space 
between heat exchanger 103 and heater 104) and a 
space for rotational operation of damper 105 must be 
provided. Because of these space requirements, air 
path 100 is enlarged or lengthened, and ultimately, the 
air conditioner itself must be made large. Recently, air 
conditioners for vehicles are required to be made small- 
er, because of, for example, the development of vehicles 
mounted with an air bag system or/and a navigator sys- 
tem. A conventional air conditioner such as the above- 
described one cannot satisfy such a size requirement 
because if the air conditioner is merely formed smaller, 
the heat exchange property of the air conditioner is nec- 
essarily reduced. 

It would be desirable to provide an air conditioner 
which can satisfy the small size requirement while main- 
taining a desired heat exchange property, and a multi- 
tube heat exchanger suitable for such an airconditioner. 

A multi-tube heat exchanger according to the 
present invention includes a pair of tanks spaced from 
each other and a plurality of heat transfer tubes fiuidly 
interconnected between the pair of tanks. The plurality 
of heat transfer tubes are arranged so that a first tube- 
arrangement surface is formed on an entrance side of 
the multi-tube heat exchanger and a second tube-ar- 
rangement surface is formed on an exit side of the multi- 
tube heat exchanger in a passage direction of air sub- 
jected to heat exchange. At least one of the first and 
second tube-arrangement surfaces is formed as two or 
more surfaces different from each other. Flow of the air 
subjected to heat exchange is separated or joined in the 
multi-tube heat exchanger. An air conditioner according 
to the present invention has such a multi-tube heat ex- 
changer in an air path of the air conditioner. 

In the multi-tube heat exchanger, at least one tube- 
arrangement surface is formed on an entrance and an 
exit side of the multi-tube heat exchanger is formed as 
two or more surfaces different from each other. The flow 
of air entering into the heat exchanger from such a tube- 
arrangement surface, or the flow of air flowing out from 
the heat exchanger through such a tube-arrangement 
surface, joins or separates in the heat exchanger body 
itself depending upon the pressure loss from the en- 
trance side of the heat exchanger to the exit side of the 
heat exchanger, arrangement of the tubes in the heat 
exchanger, the directivity at the exit of the heat exchang- 
er, etc. Namely, the main stream of air subjected to heat 
exchange enters the heat exchanger, is joined or sepa- 
rated in the heat exchanger, and after being directed in 
the heat exchanger, exits from the heat exchanger. It 
becomes possible to provide a desired directivity to the 
main stream in the heat exchanger by designing an op- 
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timum joining or separating mechanism due to arrange- 
ment of the tubes. As a result, a particular directivity con- 
trolling means, mechanism or space near a heat ex- 
changer can be omitted. 

Therefore, in the air conditioner using such a multi- 
tube heat exchanger, it is not necessary to provide a par- 
ticular space for changing or controlling the directivity of 
the main stream of air subjected to heat exchange in an 
air path of the air conditioner and to control the directivity 
of the main stream in the air path. By this omission, it 
becomes possible to make the air path shorter or small- 
er, and a small-sized air conditioner can be effectively 
achieved maintaining a good heat exchange property 

Further, freedom of design of the heat exchanger 
can be increased, because the shapes of the tube-ar- 
rangement surfaces and the shape of the heat exchang- 
er body can be changed variously depending upon re- 
quirements. 

Further objects, features, and advantages of the 
present invention will be understood from the following 
detailed description of the. embodiments of the present 
invention with reference to the appropriate figures. 

Some embodiments of the invention will now be de- 
scribed with reference to the appropriate figures, which 
are given by way of example only, and are not intended 
to limit the present invention. 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a multi-tube heat ex- 
changer according to a first embodiment of the present 
invention. 

Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional view of the heat exchang- 
er depicted in Fig. 1 . 

Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view of a multi-tube heat 
exchanger according to a second embodiment of the 
present invention. 

Fig. 4 is a cross-sectional view of a multi-tube heat 
exchanger according to a third embodiment of the 
present invention. 

Fig. 5 is a cross-sectional view of a multi-tube heat 
exchanger according to a fourth embodiment of the 
present invention. 

Fig. 6 is a cross-sectional view of a multi-tube heat 
exchanger according to a fifth embodiment of the 
present invention. 

Fig. 7 is a schematic view of an air conditioner ac- 
cording to a sixth embodiment of the present invention. 

Fig. 8 is a schematic view of an air conditioner ac- 
cording to a seventh embodiment of the present inven- 
tion. 

Fig. 9 is a schematic view of an air conditioner ac- 
cording to an eighth embodiment of the present inven- 
tion. 

Fig. 10 is a schematic view of an air conditioner ac- 
cording to a ninth embodiment of the present invention, 
showing an example of unifying an air flow. 

Fig. 11 is a schematic view of an air conditioner ac- 
cording to a tenth embodiment of the present invention, 
showing another example of unifying an air flow. 

Fig. 12 is a schematic view of a conventional air 



conditioner. 

Referring to Figs. 1 and 2, a multi-tube heat ex- 
changer 80 is provided according to a first embodiment 
of the present invention. Heat exchanger 80 includes a 
5 pair of tanks 1 and 2, for example, an upper tank 1 and 
a lower tank 2. A plurality of heat transfer tubes 3 (for 
example, refrigerant tubes having a circular cross sec- 
tion) are flu idly interconnected between tanks 1 and 2. 
Thus, heat exchanger fe>. is formed as a multi-tube heat 
to exchanger. 

In this embodiment, the plurality of heat transfer 
tubes 3 are arranged to form a triangular cross section 
as shown in Fig. 2. Three tube-arrangement surfaces 4, 
5 and 6 are formed by the heat transfer tubes 3 inter- 
ns connected between tanks 1 and 2. Air subjected to heat 
exchange is sent in a direction shown by the arrow in 
Fig. 1 . Tube-arrangement surface 4 is formed on the en- 
trance side of the air of heat exchanger 80 and tube- 
arrangement surfaces 5 and 6, different from each other, 
are formed on the air exit side of heat exchanger 80. 

In such an arrangement of tubes 3 in heat exchang- 
er 80, as viewed along the passage direction of air sub- 
jected to heat exchange, the number of arranged tubes 
3 on a central portion of tube-arrangement surface 4 is 
greater, and the number of arranged tubes 3 on a portion 
of tube-arrangement surface 4 approaching end portion 
7 or 8 of the tube-arrangement surface 4 is gradually 
smaller. Therefore, the main stream of the air having en- 
tered into heat exchanger 80 from tube-arrangement 
surface 4 is diverged from the central portion and pro- 
vided with directivities toward the sides of end portions 
7 and 8 because a pressure loss in the heat exchanger 
80 is smaller in these directions. As a result, the main 
stream of the air provided with directivities diverges 
mainly into two streams, and the diverged streams flow 
out from tube-arrangement surfaces 5 and 6, respec- 
tively, as shown by solid-line arrows in Fig. 2. Thus, the 
air subjected to heat exchange and passing through 
heat exchanger 80 is separated into two streams in the 
heat exchanger body itself without using a particular ex- 
terior means. 

Alternatively, tube-arrangement surfaces 5 and 6 
may be disposed on an entrance side, and tube-ar- 
rangement surface 4 may be disposed on an exit side, 
as shown by dotted-line arrows in Fig. 2. In this case, 
the air having entered into heat exchanger 80 from tube- 
arrangement surfaces 5 and 6 is provided with a direc- 
tivity bending toward end portions 7 and 8 so as to ap- 
proach the end portions 7 and 8 each having a smaller 
pressure loss in the heat exchanger 80. As a result, the 
flows of air having entered from tube-arrangement sur- 
faces 5 and 6 are joined in heat exchanger 80, the di- 
rection of the flow of the joined main stream is changed, 
and the joined air flows out from tube-arrangement sur- 
face 4 as a substantially parallel flow. 

Fig. 3 depicts a mufti-tube heat exchanger 81 ac- 
cording to a second embodiment of the present inven- 
tion. In this embodiment, a pair of tanks 9 and 10 are 
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trapezoidal in shape, and a plurality of heat transfer 
tubes 3 fluidly interconnected between tanks 9 and 10 
are arranged to form a trapezoidal cross section on one 
of the entrance and exit sides ol heat exchanger 81 in 
a passage direction of air subjected to heat exchange. 
The plurality of heat transfer tubes 3 form four tube-ar- 
rangement surfaces 11,12,13 and 1 4. In a case where 
air flows as shown by solid-line arrows in Fig. 3, tube- 
arrangement surface 11 is dispose i on the entrance 
side and tube-arrangement surfaces 12, 13 and 14 are 
disposed on the exit side. 

In this case, as viewed along the passage direction 
of air subjected to heat exchange, the number of ar- 
ranged tubes 3 on a central portion of tube-arrangement 
surface 1 1 is greater, and the number of arranged tubes 
3 on a portion of tube-arrangement surface 11 ap- 
proaching end portion 15 or 16 of the tube-arrangement 
surface 1 1 is gradually smaller because of the formation 
of tube-arrangement surfaces 12 and 14. Therefore, a 
part of the main stream of the air having entered into 
heat exchanger 81 from tube-arrangement surface 11 
is provided with directivities toward the sides of tube- 
arrangement surfaces 12 and 14 because the pressure 
loss in these directions is smaller. As a result, the main 
stream of the air diverges mainly into three streams, and 
the diverged streams flow out from tube-arrangement 
surfaces 1 2, 1 3 and 1 4, respectively, as shown by solid- 
line arrows in Fig. 3. Thus, the air subjected to heat ex- 
change and passing through heat exchanger 81 is sep- 
arated into three streams in the heat exchanger body 
itself without using a particular exterior means. 

Alternatively, tube-arrangement surfaces 12, 13 
and 14 may be disposed on an entrance side, and tube- 
arrangement surface 11 may be disposed on an exit 
side, as shown by dotted-line arrows in Fig. 3. In this 
case, the air having entered into heat exchanger 81 from 
tube-arrangement surfaces 12 and 14 is provided with 
a directivity bending toward end portions 15 and 16 so 
as to approach the end portions 15 and 16 each having 
a smaller pressure loss in the heat exchanger 81 . As a 
result, the flows of air having entered from tube-arrange- 
ment surfaces 12, 13 and 14 are joined in heat exchang- 
er 81 , the directions of the air flows are changed, par- 
ticularly, the direction of the air flows from tube-arrange- 
ment surfaces 12 and 14, and the joined air flows out 
from tube-arrangement surface 11 as a substantially 
parallel flow. 

Fig. 4 depicts a multi-tube heat exchanger 82 ac- 
cording to a third embodiment of the present invention. 
In this embodiment, a pair of tanks 17 and 18 are trap- 
ezoidal in shape, and a plurality of heat transfer tubes 
3 fluidly interconnected between tanks 17 and 18 are 
arranged to form a trapezoidal cross section on one of 
the entrance and exit sides of heat exchanger 82 in a 
passage direction of air subjected to heat exchange. 
The plurality of heat transfer tubes 3 form four tube-ar- 
rangement surfaces 1 9, 20, 21 and 22. In a case where 
air flows as shown by solid-line arrows in Fig. 4, tube- 



arrangement surface 19 is disposed on the entrance 
side and tube-arrangement surfaces 20, 21 and 22 are 
disposed on the exit side. In this case, similarly to the 
above-described second embodiment, a part of the 

5 main stream of the air having entered into heat exchang- 
er 82 from tube-arrangement surface 19 is diverged 
. mainly into three streams in the heat exchanger 82, and 
the diverged streams flow out from tube-arrangement 
surfaces 20, 21 and 22, respectively, as shown by solid- 

io line arrows in Fig. 4. Thus, the air subjected to heat ex- 
change and passing through heat exchanger 82 is sep- 
arated into three streams in the heat exchanger body 
itself without using a particular exterior means. 

Alternatively, tube-arrangement surfaces 20, 21 

is and 22 may be disposed on an entrance side, and tube- 
arrangement surface 19 may be disposed on an exit 
side, as shown by dotted-line arrows in Fig. 4. In this 
case, the air having entered into heat exchanger 82 from 
tube-arrangement surfaces 20, 21 and 22 are joined in 

20 heat exchanger 82, and the joined air flows out from 
tube-arrangement surface 19 as a substantially parallel 
flow. 

Fig. 5 depicts a multi-tube heat exchanger 83 ac- 
cording to a fourth embodiment of the present invention. 

25 in this embodiment, a pair of tanks 23 and 24 have an 
L-shaped cross section, and a plurality of heat transfer 
tubes 3, fluidly interconnected between tanks 23 and 24, 
are arranged to form an L-shaped cross section so that 
the corner of the L-shape projects toward one of the en- 

30 trance and exit sides of heat exchanger 83 in a passage 
direction of air subjected to heat exchange. The plurality 
of heat transfer tubes 3form four tube -arrangement sur- 
faces 25, 26, 27 and 28. In a case where air flows as 
shown by solid-line arrows in Fig. 5, tube-arrangement 

35 surfaces 25 and 26 are disposed on the entrance side 
and tube-arrangement surfaces 27 and 28 are disposed 
on the exit side. 

In this case, directivities are provided to the air hav- 
ing entered into heat exchanger 83 from tube-arrange- 

40 ment surfaces 25 and 26 to flow from a central portion 
{boundary portion between tube-arrangement surfaces 
25 and 26 and the vicinity thereof) having a greater pres- 
sure loss (between heat exchanger entrance and exit) 
toward portions approaching end portions 29 and 30 

45 which have a smaller pressure loss. Further, the ar- 
rangement of tubes 3 of an L-shaped cross section pro- 
vides similar directivities to the air flow in heat exchang- 
er 83. As a result, the main stream of the air diverges 
mainly into two streams, and the diverged streams flow 

so out from tube-arrangement surfaces 27 and 28, respec- 
tively, as shown by solid-line arrows in Fig. 5. Thus, the 
air subjected to heat exchange and passing through 
heat exchanger 83 is separated into two streams in the 
heat exchanger body itself without using a particular ex- 

55 terior means. 

Alternatively, tube-arrangement surfaces 27 and 28 
may be disposed on an entrance side, and tube-ar- 
rangement surfaces 25 and 26 may be disposed on an 
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exit side, as shown by dotted-line arrows in Fig. 5. In 
this case, the air having entered into heat exchanger 83 
from tube-arrangement surfaces 27 and 28 is provided 
with a directivity modifying the flow to a parallel flow. As 
a result, the flows of air having entered from tube-ar- 
rangement surfaces 27 and 28 are joined in heat ex- 
changer 83, the directions of the air flows are changed 
to a parallel flow, and the joined air flows out from tube- 
arrangement surfaces 25 and 26. 

Fig. 6 depicts a multi-tube heat exchanger 84 ac- 
cording to a fifth embodiment of the present invention, 
in this embodiment, a pair of tanks 31 and 32 are semi- 
annular or arcuate in cross section, and a plurality of 
heat transfer tubes 3 fluidly interconnected between 
tanks 31 and 32 are arranged to form a semi-annular or 
arcuate cross section. The plurality of heat transfer 
tubes 3 form four tube-arrangement surfaces 33 : 34, 35 
and 36. Tube-arrangement surfaces 34 and 36 are 
formed as arcuated shapes. In a case where air flows 
as shown by solid-line arrows in Fig. 6, tube-arrange- 
ment surfaces 33, 34 and 35 are disposed on the en- 
trance side and tube-arrangement surface 36 is dis- 
posed on the exit side. 

In this case, directivities are provided to the air hav- 
ing entered into heat exchanger 83 from tube-arrange- 
ment surfaces 33, 34 and 35, particularly, from tube-ar- 
rangement surfaces 33 and 35, to flow in short paths 
having a smaller pressure loss, as shown by arrows A 
in Fig. 6. The air flows at other portions are similar to 
the airflows shown by arrows A, directivities are provid- 
ed to the air having entered into heat exchanger 84 so 
that the air flow expands radially and the air provided 
with the radial directivities flows out from tube-arrange- 
ment surface 36. Namely, the main stream of the air sub- 
jected to heat exchange and passing through heat ex- 
changer 84 is diverged into many directions (radially) in 
the heat exchanger body itself without using a particular 
exterior means. Such a structure is suitable, particularly 
in a case where heat exchanger 84 is a cooling device 
and an air conditioner having the heat exchanger 84 is 
used as a cooler, because the air cooling area in the 
heat exchanger 84 is enlarged and the cooled air flows 
out uniformly and broadly. 

Alternatively, tube-arrangement surface 36 may be 
disposed on an entrance side, and tube-arrangement 
surfaces 33, 34 and 35 (or only tube-arrangement sur- 
face 34) may be disposed on an exit side, as shown by 
dotted-line arrows in Fig. 6. In this case, the air having 
entered into heat exchanger 84 from tube-arrangement 
surface 36 is provided with a directivity modifying the 
flow to a parallel flow or a directivity toward tube-ar- 
rangement surface 34. As a result, the flows of air having 
entered from various radial directions through tube-ar- 
rangement surface 36 are joined in heat exchanger 84, 
the directions of the air flows are changed to a parallel 
flow and the joined air flows out from tube-arrangement 
surfaces 33, 34 and 35 (or only from tube-arrangement 
surface 34). In this case, the surface for introducing air 



into heat exchanger 84 (tube-arrangement surface 36) 
is enlarged, and the air cooling area in heat exchanger 
84 is enlarged, thereby increasing the heat exchange 
ability. 

5 Fig. 7 depicts an air conditioner 85 according to a 

sixth embodiment of the present invention. An air path 
40 for air subjected to heat exchange is formed in air 
conditioner 85, and multi-tube heat exchanger 81 ex- 
plained using Fig.3 is provided 'n air path 40. In this em- 

10 bodiment, air path 40 is diverged into three paths 41 , 42 
and 43, and the respective diverged paths 41, 42 and 
43 are opened toward respective tube-arrangement sur- 
faces 12, 1 3 and 14 of heat exchanger 81 . 

In such an air conditioner 85, in a case where air is 

is introduced into heat exchanger 81 from tube-arrange- 
ment surface 1 1 , the air flow is separated into three flows 
in heat exchanger 81 as described in the second em- 
bodiment. The separated airflows are discharged from 
tube-arrangement surfaces 12, 13 and 14 into diverged 

20 paths 41 , 42 and 43, respectively, as shown by solid- 
line arrows in Fig. 7. Such a structure is effective partic- 
ularly for a case where heat exchanger 81 is a cooling 
device and air conditioner 85 having the heat exchanger 
81 is used as a cooler, because the air cooling area in 

2S the heat exchanger 81 can be enlarged and the cooled 
air can be efficiently diverged in a plurality of appropriate 
directions and flown out into a plurality of appropriate air 
paths. 

Alternatively, air may be introduced into heat ex- 
30 changer 81 from air paths 41, 42 and 43, and the air 
after heat exchange may be discharged into air path 40, 
as shown by dotted-line arrows in Fig. 7. In this case, 
the air flows from air paths 41 , 42 and 43 are efficiently 
joined in heat exchanger 81 , the joined air flows out as 
35 a uniform airflow, and increases the heat exchange abil- 
ity of heat exchanger 81 . 

Therefore, in this embodiment, air subjected to heat 
exchange is appropriately and easily separated or 
joined without providing a particular space for the sep- 
40 arating or joining, and the air path is formed smaller or 
shorter, and, ultimately, air conditioner 85 is formed 
smaller. 

Fig. 8 depicts an air conditioner 86 according to a 
seventh embodiment of the present invention. An air 

45 path 44 for air subjected to heat exchange is formed in 
air conditioner 86, and multi-tube heat exchanger 80 ex- 
plained using Figs. 1 and 2 is provided in air path 44. A 
heater 204 is disposed at a position downstream of heat 
exchanger 80 so as to confront tube-arrangement sur- 

so face 6 of heat exchanger 80. A damper 205 for control- 
ling the flow of air passing through heater 204 is provid- 
ed at a position downstream of heater 204. A damper 
21 4 for controlling the flow of air from tube-arrangement 
surface 5 of heat exchanger 80 is provided so as to be 

55 able to adjust the opening degree of tube-arrangement 
surface 5. Other structural members are constituted 
similarly to those of the conventional air conditioner 
shown in Fig. 12. The opening degrees of vehicle com- 
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partment inside air intake port 2 1 2 and vehicle compart- 
ment outside air intake port 21 3 are adjusted by rotary- 
type damper 201 , and controlled inside air (REC.) and/ 
or outside air (FRE.) are introduced into air path 44 as 
air subjected to heat exchange. Air path 44 is diverged s 
into discharge ports 206, 207 and 208 at positions down- 
stream of heater 204. Dampers 209, 210 and 211 are 
provided between air path 44 and discharge ports 206, 
207 and 208, respectively. 

In this embodiment, the main stream of air intro- io 
duced into air path 44 and flowing in a direction shown 
by the arrow AF flows into heat exchanger 80. In a case 
where dampers 205 and 214 are opened, the air flow is 
separated into two flows in heat exchanger 80, that is, 
an air flow flowing out from tube-arrangement surface 6 
after passing through heat exchanger 80 and further 
passing through heater 204 and an air flow flowing out 
from tube-arrangement surface 5 after passing through 
heat exchanger 80 which does not pass through heater 
204. Therefore, the air passing through heat exchanger 
80 is separated efficiently and appropriately in heat ex- 
changer 80 itself without providing a particular space 
and a particular device for controlling the air flow. As a 
result, air path 44 is shortened and the whole of air con- 
ditioner 86 is formed smaller, as compared with the con- 
ventional air conditioner shown in Fig. 12. In a case 
where damper 205 is closed and damper 21 4 is opened 
(mainly in a cooling mode), air passing through heat ex- 
changer 80 flows out from only tube-arrangement sur- 
face 5. In a case where damper 21 4 is closed and damp- 
er 205 is opened (mainly in a heating mode), air passing 
through heat exchanger 80 flows out from only tube-ar- 
rangement surface 6. In a case where both dampers 205 
and 214 are opened (mainly in an air mixing mode), air 
passing through heat exchanger 80 separates into two 
flows and the respective flows are discharged from the 
respective tube-arrangement surfaces 5 and 6 at the re- 
spective desired and controlled flow rates. 

Fig. 9 depicts an air conditioner 87 according to an 
eighth embodiment of the present invention. In this em- 
bodiment, a heat exchanger 45 having a structure equiv- 
alent or similar to that of the aforementioned heat ex- 
changer 83 is disposed in air path 46. Air path 46 is di- 
verged into two paths 46a and 46b confronting respec- 
tive tube-arrangement surfaces 45a and 45b of heat ex- 
changer 45 at a position upstream of heat exchanger 
45. Air path 46 is formed as a single path at a position 
downstream of heat exchanger 45 so that tube-arrange- 
ment surfaces 45c and 45d of heat exchanger 45 con- 
front air path 46. Heater 47 is disposed at a position 
downstream of heat exchanger 45, and damper 48 is 
disposed at a position upstream of heater 47 for control- 
ling the flow of air passing through heater 47. 

In such an air conditioner 87, since the cross section 
of heat exchanger 45 is formed as an L-shape projecting 
toward upstream side, and the entrance side of heat ex- 
changer 45 is formed from two tube-arrangement sur- 
faces 45a and 45b, the area of the entrance side is en- 



larged. Therefore, particularly in a case where heat ex- 
changer 45 is a cooling device, the cooling ability of air 
conditioner 87 is increased. Further, since tube-ar- 
rangement surfaces 45c and 45d are formed so as to 
be folded toward upstream side, a space 49 is defined 
at a position immediately downstream of tube-arrange- 
ment surfaces 45c and 45d. This space 49 can be uti- 
lized as a space for operation of damper 48. Therefore, 
even if the distance between heat exchanger 45 and 
heater 47 is designed relatively short, damper 48 is eas- 
ily disposed at a position upstream of heater 47 and 
damper 48 is easily operated properly. The short dis- 
tance realizes a short air path 46, and ultimately, the 
whole of air conditioner 87 can be made smaller. 

As described hereinabove, since the heat exchang- 
er according to the present invention employs various 
shapes in cross section, the freedom of design for the 
heat exchanger is increased. Further, the heat exchang- 
er can be disposed efficiently in a limited space of an air 
path of an air conditioner. 

Further, in the heat exchanger according to the 
present invention and the air conditioner having the 
same, it is possible to unify the distribution of flow rate 
of air passing in an air path. 

For example, a ninth embodiment of the present in- 
vention is depicted in Fig. 10 as an example using a mul- 
ti-tube heat exchanger 80 having a triangular cross sec- 
tion. In the entrance side of heat exchanger 80, the dis- 
tribution of flow rate indicates that the flow rate at a cen- 
tral portion of the cross section of air path 44 is greater 
and flow rates of wall sides are smaller due to contact 
resistance with the walls. In the exit side of heat ex- 
changer 80, a uniform distribution of flow rate is indicat- 
ed by the separating action of air stream in heat ex- 
changer 80 aforementioned. Such a uniform flow rate of 
air subjected to heat exchange contributes to enabling 
heat exchanger 80 to indicate the maximum heat ex- 
change ability, thereby contributing improvement of the 
performance of an air conditioner using the heat ex- 
changer 80. 

Fig. 11 depicts a tenth embodiment of the present 
invention showing another example with similar advan- 
tage. In this embodiment, multi-tube heat exchanger 82 
having a trapezoidal cross section is disposed in air path 
44. Also in this case, varying air flow rates at the en- 
trance side of heat exchanger 82 can be made uniform 
at the exit side of heat exchanger 82 by the separating 
action of air stream in heat exchanger 82. Therefore, the 
heat exchange ability of heat exchanger82 is increased, 
and the performance of an air conditioner using the heat 
exchanger 82 is improved. 



Claims 

1. A multi-tube heat exchanger having an entrance 
side and an exit side in a passage direction of air 
subjected to heat exchange and comprising a pair 
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of tanks spaced from each other and a plurality of 
heat transfer tubes fluidly interconnected between 
said pair of tanks, characterized in that said plurality 
of heat transfer tubes are arranged so that a first 
tube-arrangement surface is formed on the en- s 
trance side of said multi-tube heat exchanger and 
a second tube-arrangement surface is formed on 
the exit side of said multi-tube heat exchanger, at 
least one of said first and second tube-arrangement 
surfaces is formed as two or more su rfaces different 10 
from each other, and flow of said air subjected to 
heat exchange is separated or joined in said multi- 
tube heat exchanger. 

2. The multi-tube heat exchanger of claim 1 , wherein is 
each of said plurality of heat transfer tubes has a 
circular section. 

3. The multi-tube heat exchanger of claim 1 , wherein 
said plurality of heat transfer tubes are arranged to 20 
form a triangular cross section. 

4. The multi-tube heat exchanger of claim 1 , wherein 
said plurality of heat transfer tubes are arranged to 
form a trapezoidal cross section. 25 

5. The multi-tube heat exchanger of claim 1 , wherein 
said plurality of heat transfer tubes are arranged to 
form an L-shaped cross section. 

30 

6. The multi-tube heat exchanger of claim 1 , wherein 
said plurality of heat transfer tubes are arranged to 
form a semi-annular or arcuate cross section. 

7. An air conditioner having a multi-tube heat ex- 35 
changer in an air path of said air conditioner, said 
multi-tube heat exchanger having an entrance side 
and an exit side in a passage direction of air flowing 

in said air path of said air conditioner and compris- 
ing a pair of tanks spaced from each other and a 40 
plurality of heat transfer tubes fluidly interconnected 
between said pair of tanks, characterized in that 
said plurality of heat transfer tubes are arranged so 
that a first tube-arrangement surface is formed on 
the entrance side of said multi-tube heat exchanger 4 $ 
and a second tube-arrangement surface is formed 
on the exit side of said multi-tube heat exchanger, 
at least one of said first and second tube-arrange- 
ment surfaces is formed as two or more surfaces 
different from each other, and flow of said air sub- so 
jected to heat exchange is separated or joined in 
said multi-tube heat exchanger. 

8. The air conditioner of claim 7, wherein each of said 
plurality of heat transfer tubes of said multi-tube 55 
heat exchanger has a circular section. 

9. The air conditioner of claim 7, wherein said plurality 



of heat transfer tubes of said multi-tube heat ex- 
changer are arranged to form a triangular cross sec- 
tion. 

10. The air conditioner of claim 9, wherein two tube-ar- 
rangement surfaces different from each other are 
formed on an exit side of said multi-tube heat ex- 
changer in said air passage direction. 

11. The air conditioner of claim 10 : wherein a heater is 
disposed at a position downstream of one of said 
two tube-arrangement surfaces so that said heater 
confronts said one of said two tube-arrangement 
surfaces. 

12. The air conditioner of claim 7, wherein said plurality 
of heat transfer tubes of said multi-tube heat ex- 
changer are arranged to form a trapezoidal cross 
section. 

13. The air conditioner of claim 12, wherein three tube- 
arrangement surfaces different from each other are 
formed on one of said entrance and exit sides, and 
said air path is diverged into three paths in corre- 
spondence with said three tube-arrangement sur- 
faces. 

14. The air conditioner of claim 7, wherein said plurality 
of heat transfer tubes of said multi-tube heat ex- 
changer are arranged to form an L-shaped cross 
section. 

15. The air conditioner of claim 14, wherein two tube- 
arrangement surfaces different from each other are 
formed on an entrance side of said multi-tube heat 
exchanger in said air passage direction, and said 
air path is diverged into two paths in correspond- 
ence with said two tube-arrangement surfaces. 

16. The air conditioner of claim 15 } wherein a heater is 
disposed at a position downstream of said multi- 
tube heat exchanger in said air passage direction. 

1 7. The air conditioner of claim 7, wherein said plurality 
of heat transfer tubes of said multi-tube heat ex- 
changer are arranged to form a semi-annular or ar- 
cuate cross section. 
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(54) Multi-tube heat exchanger and air conditioner having the same 



(57) A multi-tube heat exchanger (80) includes a 
pair of tanks (1,2) and a plurality of heat transfer tubes 
(3) fluidly interconnected between the tanks (1 , 2). The 
heat transfer tubes (3) are arranged so that at least one 
of tube-arrangement surfaces formed on entrance and 
exit sides of the heat exchanger (80) in a passage di- 
rection of air subjected to heat exchange is formed as 
two or more surfaces (5, 6) different from each other, 
and air flow is separated or joined in the multi-tube heat 
exchanger (80). An air conditioner according to the 
present invention has such a multi-tube heat exchanger 
(80) in an air path. The multi-tube heat exchanger (80) 
can be made smaller while a desired heat exchange 
property can be maintained. An air conditioner having 
such a heat exchanger (80) also can be made smaller. 
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